Beswitched. The looping out model for immunoglobulin class switching.
During the switch in expression of an immunoglobulin class, the gene segment encoding the constant region of the heavy chain is replaced in a way that leads to a deletion. Three different models of how this deletion is generated have been proposed: recombination between homologs, unequal sister chromatid exchange, and looping out and deletion. While none of the predicted recombination products of the first two models have been found, the products of the looping out--inversions and circular DNA--have been isolated. Thus looping out and deletion appears to be the appropriate model to explain the genetic events leading to the immunoglobulin heavy chain class switch.